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Agenda

23/21/2022

ÅInformational presentation
ÅOverview of each proposed amendment
ÅShare next steps in the process
ÅExplain public comment opportunities
ÅAnswer your questions



Å Current SMP effective since October 2018

Å Previous SMP in effect since 1974

Å SMP applies to all marine shorelines, shorelines on lakes 20 acres in size or larger, 
and shorelines on creeks and rivers with greater than 20 cfsmean annual flow.

Å {ƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŦƛǾŜ ά{ƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ 5ŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ό{95ύΥ

Natural Conservancy Residential High Intensity Aquatic

Shoreline Master Program (SMP) Background

33/21/2022



1. Restrictions on new residentialdocks in portions of marine shorelines

2. Clarification of review requirements for non-commercial aquaculture that restores 
or enhances native shellfish or native anadromous species, such as salmon

3. Clarification of fencing allowances within buffers / setback areas

4. Acknowledgment of previously approved amendments to Pierce County Code Title 
18E ςDevelopment Regulations ςCritical Areas, which were adopted by the 
Countythrough Pierce CountyOrdinance 2018-68s, and by the County and 
Department of Ecology through Ordinances 2019-59, and 2020-49.

5. One revision to existing allowances for pathsin buffers and setbacks, toaddress 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) concerns

AmendmentsProposed

43/21/2022



Current SMP:
New residential dock structures 
prohibited in Natural and High Intensity 
SED (~30% of marine shoreline) and 
allowed elsewhere subject to SMP 
policies and regulations.

Current allowances based, in part, on the Cumulative 
Impact Analysis (CIA) completed for the 2018 SMP 
update. The CIA provided assumptions of where 
docks were likely/unlikely to be proposed.

Amendment #1 ςResidential Dock Prohibitions within 
Portions of Marine Shorelines 

East shore of Fox Island

Source: Ecology, 2006

53/21/2022

Proposal:
Expand pier and dock prohibitions to 
include three new sections within 
Conservancy and Residential SEDs  
totaling approx. 7.3 miles



Piers and Docks Background 
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Much of our marine shoreline areas, such as thoseshown on the 
graphic with black dashed line, were previously evaluated by 
9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎ ό9{!ύ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ά[ƻǿ tƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭέ 
ŦƻǊ ŘƻŎƪ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿŜǊŜ άǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘέ 
such structures.

Actual dock applications question that original assumption.Based on a 
preliminaryreview of the No Net Loss (NNL) data collected to-date, since 
2018 there has beenapproximately 12,000* square feet of new 
proposed dock:

Å Net increase of ~5400sq.ft. of new approved overwater structure in 
Residentialand Conservancy ShorelineEnvironments

Å An additional ~4400sq.ft of residential docks proposed (and under review) in 
the Residential ShorelineEnvironment.

Å An additional ~2400sq.ft. of docks proposed in the Residential or 
ConservancyEnvironments but, ultimately cancelled or expired.

*data as of October 2021



Pier and dock construction 
concerns include:

Å Impacts to shoreline habitat & 
function

Å Reduced access to public 
recreation opportunities

Å Degraded views, aesthetics 
and shoreline character

Å Impacts to Tribal fishing rights
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Piers and Docks Impacts 



Å In 2019, in response to concerns 
over docks, County Council 
directed the initiation of 
additional shoreline analysis.

Å The ESA study concluded that 
additional restrictions, based on 
mapped, physical shoreline 
attributes would be appropriate 
and provide additional protection 
of the marine shoreline.
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Piers and Docks ESA Conclusion  


